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Glossary of Political, Legislative and Legal Terms

The Program to Strengthen the Lebanese Parliament through
the Development of a Legislative Resource Center in Lebanon
(PSLP) is a United States Agency for International Development-
funded legislative strengthening program designed to improve the
administrative support services of the Lebanese Parliament and assist
the Parliament in the establishment of a resource center which will
serve as a leader in information and training in the Arab world. The
program is implemented by the State University of New York/Center
for International Development (SUNY/CID).

SUNY/CID is a leading university-based international development
center enhancing knowledge and practice in the area of governance
and policy making. Over the past quarter century, SUNY/CID has
provided technical assistance to over 30 parliaments and regional
parliamentary associations world wide.

This glossary has been prepared to provide the staff of the Lebanese
Parliament with political, legislative and legal terms that they may
encounter in their work. The glossary provides an English/Arabic and
Arabic/English translation of those terms.



A

Abate

Abatement
Abatement by Prescription
Abolish

Absentee Ballot
Absolute Majority
Absolute Poverty
Abstain / Abstention
Accession
Accession Criteria
Accession Process
Acclamation

Accompanying Circumstances

Accord
Accountability
Accused / Suspect
Act

Action Plan
Adjourn
Adjournment

Administrative Measures
Advocacy / Public Advocacy
Advocacy Groups
Against

Agency, Agent

Agenda

Allocation

Alternative

Amendment
Amendment Bill
Amnesty

Analysis

Ancillary Motion
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Annulment

Appeal

Appeal a Ruling

Appellant

Appellee

Apportionment of Electoral Districts
Appropriation

Approval

Arbitration

Arrest Warrant

Article

Article-by-Article Study

Assembly

Attorney General

Auditing

Authority

Authorization, Mandate, Delegation
Autonomy

Back Benchers

Bail Out
Balanced Budget
Ballot

Ban

Bar Association
Basic Law
Bicameral
Biennium

Bill

Bill Analysis

Bill Drafting

Bill of Indictment
Bloc, Parliamentary Bloc

Board of Directors
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Board of Governors
Board of Trustees
Boycott

Breach of Trust
Brief / Pleading
Budget

Budget Act
Budget Approval
Budget Bill
Budget Execution
Budget Neutrality

Budget Office
Budget Process
Budget Review
Budget Year
Bylaw

c

Cabinet
Calendar of Business

Call of the House / Call of the Senate

Campaign

Candidate

Capital Punishment

Cassation

Casting Vote

Caucus

Censure Motion

Cessation Court

Chairman, Chairwoman, Chair
Chamber

Checks and Balances

Chief Clerk
Chief Justice
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Citizen bl ge

Citizenship Liwaia

Civil Liabilities Lowe alel ull

Civil Liberties Lo sl

Civil Procedure Code Y PE N (I &

Civil Rights Plaintiff Lall 3siall el

Civil Service Law Loatl Leadd) ;);;u

Civil Society (e gt

Civil Trial Law Liall ollall J gl o 538

Classified Information Ly ologlas

Clause 3,38

Clause by Clause Consideration 5,35 5,38 o 81 ales
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Closed List lae L5

Closed Trial Ly dSlae
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Coalition Government LW Lo S

Co-author L qu
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Collected Revenues Wans elal )

Comments olbadle

Commissariat Los e

Commission Liad (diaa

Committee Lial

Committee Amendments Ol Lessas ol olalll Ll e )ans

Committee Calendar ol Jlael Jgua
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Committee Report
Committee Secretary
Common Law
Comparative
Comparative Study
Competition
Components
Compromise
Compulsory Reserve
Concede

Conciliation Court
Conclusions
Concurrence
Concurrent with
Condone Certain Acts
Conferees
Conference
Conference Committee

Confidence

Confidential

Confiscation

Conflict of Interest
Congress

Conscience Vote
Consensus

Consent

Consequential Penalty
Constituency

Constituency Development Funds
Constituents

Constitution

Constitutional Amendment
Constitutional Court
Constitutional Law
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Constitutional Monarchy
Content

Contentious Issues
Context

Contract

Contract Tampering
Contradict

Convene

Convention

Convicted

Core Issues
Correspondence
Corruption

Council of Ministers
Court of Appeal

Court of Cassation
Court of First Instance
Court of Justice
Crime

Cross the Floor

Cross-examination

De Facto

De Jure

Debate
Decentralization
Declaration
Declaration of Poll
Declaration of Principles
Decree
Defamation
Default Judgment
Defect in Form

Defending Counsel
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Defense Witness
Deficit

Delegation
Deliberate
Deliberative Capacity
Democracy
Democratic Transformation
Department

Deputy (Deputies)
Deputy Speaker
Descendants
Dilatory Motion
Directorate
Directorate General
Disagree
Discussion
Disengagement
Dissolution

District

Draft

Draft Law

Drafting
Drop / Withdraw

E

Earmark (Earmarking)
Ecclesiastic Court
Economy

Effective Date
Effectiveness
Efficiency
E-government
Elections

Electoral Base
Electoral Campaign Period
Electoral Law
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Electoral Quota
Electorate

Electronic Voting
Embargo

Emergency
Emergency Law
Enact

Enforceable
Engrossing

Enrolling

Evaluation

Evidence

Ex Officio

Except as Provided by Law
Excerpt

Excess of Jurisdiction
Exchequer

Exclusive Jurisdiction

Execution
Executive

Executive Authority / Executive
Branch

Exercise Their Rights
Expenditures

Expert Opinion

Expert Witness
Explanatory Memorandum
Extraordinary Session

Feasibility
Federalism, Federal
Fight Poverty
Filibuster
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Financial

Financial Disclosure
Financial Oversight
First Reading

Fiscal

Fiscal Year

Fixed Term

Floor (To Take the Floor)
Foreign Policy

Format

Forum

Framework

Freedom

Freedom of Expression
Freedom of Information
Freedom of Press
Freeze (Funding)
Frontbench

Function

Funds

G

General Budget
General Secretariat
Germane Amendment
Give Bail

Governance
Government
Government Coalition

Government Expenditure / Public
Expenditure

Grand Jury
Guillotine: Urgency Measures
(Westminster)
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Hansard

Hansard System
Hearing Session
High Court of Appeal
House of Commons

House of Lords

House of Representatives / House of

Deputies
Human Resources

Human Rights

Illegal
Immunity
Impartial
Impartial Judge
Impartial Mediator
Impeachment
Impediments
Implementation
Impound
Impunity

In Camera

In Camera Hearing

In Favor

In Order

Inauguration

Inception

Income Tax

Incriminate

Incumbent / Incumbency
Independence of Judiciary
Independent

Indictment
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Indivisible
Infrastructure
Initiate an Action
Initiatory Pleading
Inquiry

Institution
Institutionalization
Intellectual Property
Interest Groups
Interim

Interim Period
Interim Study
Internal Rules
International
International Law
International Legitimacy
Interpellation
Interrogation
Investigation
Investigative Public Hearings
Issue

J

Joint Committee
Joint Meeting

Joint Resolution
Joint Sitting
Journal

Judge

Judgment
Judgment in Absentia
Judicial Investigator
Judicial Panels
Judicial Person
Judiciary

Judiciary Branch
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Judiciary Law

Jurisdiction

Jurisprudence
Juristic

Jury

Justice

Law

Law and Order

Law of Limitations
Legal Counsel
Legislate

Legislation
Legislative Assembly
Legislative Body
Legislative Cycle
Legislative Day

Legislative Drafting
Legislative Power
Legislative Process
Legislative Session
Legislative Staff
Legislative Veto

Legislator

Legislature, Legislative Branch
Legitimacy

Legitimate

Level an Accusation

Liaison Committee

Libel

Litigants

Litigation
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Lobby

Local Council

Local Governance Law
Local Government
Logistics

Long Title

M

Majority

Majority Leader
Mandate

Mandate

Marginal Victory

Mass Meeting

Masses

Massive Majority
Measure

Mechanisms
Mediation

Meeting

Member

Member of Parliament
Memorandum / Memo
Memorandum of Understanding
Methodology

Minister

Ministerial Accountability
Ministerial Statement
Ministry

Minority

Minority Government
Minority Leader
Minority Report
Minutes
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Misappropriation

Misappropriating Public Funds
Misdemeanor

Misuse

Moderation

Monetary Authority

Monetary Authority Governor
Money Bill

Moratorium
Motion
Motion of No Confidence

Naming

Near an Agreement
Negotiations
Nepotism

No Confidence Vote
Nomination
Nominee
Nonpartisan
Nullity / Invalidity

Oath

Object for Cassation
Object to Cassation
Objection
Objectives
Obligation
Observers

Obstruct
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Obstruction of Justice
Occupation

Office of The Council
Official Gazette
Ombudsman

Ombudsman’s Office

Open List
Opinion
Oppose
Opposition
Order

Order Paper
Out of Order
Oversight

Overstepping Her/His Authority

P

Pairing

Paragraph

Parameters

Pardon

Parliament

Parliamentary Administration
Parliamentary Privilege

Parliamentary Procedures
Parliamentary Session

Parliamentary System of
Government

Party
Party Discipline
Party Platform
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Party Whip

Pass a Bill

Patent

Patronize, Patronage
Penal Procedure Code
Penalty

People’s Assembly
Perjury

Petition

Plaintiff

Plea to Invalidity
Pleading

Pledge

Plenary Session
Point of Order

Policy

Policy Alternatives / Policy Options
Policy Analysis

Policy Evaluation
Political Breakthrough
Political Rival

Poll

Portfolio

Positive Law
Postpone

Powers

Practices

Preamble

Precedence
Precursor

Prejudice

Premier

Presidential Decree

Presidential System of Government
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Presiding Officer
Press Release

Pressure Group

Preventive Custody for Detention

Principle

Prisoners

Privileges

Pro Forma Amendment
Procedural Motion
Procedures

Pronouncement of Judgment
Propaganda

Proportional

Proportional Representation
Proposal

Prorogue

Prosecution Witness
Prosecutor

Provisions

Proxy Voting

Public Accounts

Public Accounts Committee

Public Administration
Public Debt

Public Domain

Public Hearing Sessions
Public Policy

Public Prosecution
Public Relations

Public Trial

Published Voting
Punitive Trial
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Qualified Majority HISW I

Question and Answer Session Sloas J g Lals

Questioning Uplss

Quorum Sl olas
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Refugees OshaY
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Responsible Government
Restrictions

Resume

Resumption of Talks
Retention Rate

Revenues

Reverse a Decision
Review

Right

Role

Roll Call

Roll Call Vote
Rubber Stamp
Rule of Law

Rules

Rules of Procedure
Ruling

Ruling Party
Runoff

S

Sanctions

Second / Endorse (a Motion)
Second Reading

Secret Ballot

Secretary General
Segregation (of Budgets])
Select Committee

Self Determination
Seminar

Senate

Senator

Sentence

Separation of Powers

Session
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Sever Relations

Sharia Courts

Short Title

Show of Hands

Simple Majority

Single Ballot

Sitting

Slander

Social

Sovereignty

Speaker

Speaker’s Office

Stage of Litigation
Standing Committee
Standing Order
Statement

Statutes

Stay of Execution
Stipulated

Strike a Deal

Sub Amendment
Subcommittee
Submission (to a Committee)
Subpoena

Subpoena Duces Tecum
Subsidiary Motion
Substantive Motion
Summary

Superseding Motion
Supplementary Question
Supreme Court of Justice
Supreme Judicial Council

Suspension
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T
Table

Take the Oath
Tampering with
Tax Evasion
Taxation Policy
Temporary Law
Temporary Reprieve
Term

Terms of Reference
Testify at Length
Text / Body

Third Reading

Tie

Transparency
Transparent
Treasury

Treaty

Turnover Rate

u

Unanimous Consent
Unanimously
Unbiased
Undersecretary
Unicameral

United Nations

Unparliamentary Language

Urgency Measures

Urgent Matter
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Value Added Tax

Verbal Process/Record
Verbatim

Verify

Veto / Veto Power

Violation

Voice Vote

Vote

Voting for a List of Candidates
Voting Rights

Waiver

Westminster System
Without Objection
Without Prejudice to
Witness
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